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it can be summed up in the summers that sparked
new movements in art and culture, the freewheeling
creative energy that rippled through the streets,
shows of legends-to-be, like Basquiat, Warhol and
spirit of a tight-knit community of artists, families, and
small businesses that began calling SoHo home in
the 1950s, that helped make it what it is today.

own. No one knows this better than Yukie Ohta, a
SoHo native and archivist who has dedicated her life

She sat down with Carlo McCormick to talk about
what makes SoHo so extraordinary, and why
preserving its legacy is vital for securing its future.
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in front of their Crosby Street loft, 1974

Carlo

Yukie Ohta:
people want to be here today. Moving forward, if we lose that ghost
ple to forget.

-

SoHo was once a small community. It was like a small town. We did
have those old ladies watching. When I was a child in the 1970s I always felt safe because I knew that people had eyes on the street. I
knew that if anything happened to me, people would catch me. Even

house because it was such a seedy area.

-

how you moved through the world, your gestures and how you spoke.
musicians, even though, when you think of SoHo, you usually think of
painting. There was movement everywhere in the streets.
ting-edge brands like Comme des Garçons, where the clothing was art,
and art was clothing.I think those brands came here because there was
so much creativity in SoHo. They, in turn, started attracting the larger
brands. And then around 2000, luxury brands arrived. And suddenly, there
have plateaued. And yet the bar continued to be set higher and higher,
until the pandemic. Now, I think we might be at a point of reset.
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-

-

to have to reinvent itself yet again. Artists came and made it something post-industrial, then the fashion brands came and made it
and the demographic changing.

decisions, if they remember where SoHo comes from, it can be a very

be to the detriment of our neighborhood.

time,otherwise, they stagnate and die. But I think change should be
planned responsibly and with respect to what was here before and to

but rather a building upon.

Trisha Brown.

Space was everything. People came here from all over to be urban pioneers. Back then, it was like camping. There was no heat, there were
express themselves.
There was a magical moment here when people, if they had an idea,
they gave it mass. They gave it weight. They gave it movement. They
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THERE WAS A MAGIC
MOMENT HERE WHERE
PEOPLE HAD AN IDEA. AND
THEY GAVE IT MASS. THEY
GAVE IT WEIGHT. THEY GAVE
IT MOVEMENT. THEY GAVE
IF YOU WANTED TO BUY IT
OR EVEN THOUGHT IT WAS
GOOD. THEY MADE IT FOR
THE SAKE OF MAKING IT.
MAGICAL SPIRIT WAS.
—YUKIE OHTA
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When galleries arrived I suppose, things did change. But there was still

Mercer Street

-

Well, being a child of SoHo was different from being an adult who came
here from somewhere else. Growing up here, SoHo was all I knew.
to create beauty or community, you were welcome here.
My peers and I have an optimism that allows us do whatever comes

up in the world.

change the world. That if she puts her mind to it, she can make it something
was able to tell her that and she believed me because it came from experience and from the heart.
sohomemory.org
@sohomemory
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